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Aberrant Right Subclavian Artery and Lusoria Dysphagia
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Figure 1 – Chest tomography with intravenous contrast: A. Axial view: the arrows show the aberrant right subclavian artery with retroesophageal course; the arrowhead 
shows the esophagus. B. Three-dimensional reconstruction: the arrow shows the aberrant right subclavian artery. 

Figure 2 – Chest tomography with intravenous contrast in coronal sections demonstrating the course of the aberrant subclavian artery that appears as the last branch 
of the aortic arch and crosses the midline between the vertebral spine and the esophagus to reach the right hemithorax.

Female patient, 85 years old, hypertensive, under 
investigation for dysphagia to solids, started in adulthood 
with mild symptoms, with slow progression and no 
weight loss. Upper digestive endoscopy did not show any 
abnormalities. Computed tomography of the chest with 
intravenous contrast revealed an aberrant right subclavian 
artery (Figures 1 and 2). The aberrant right subclavian 
artery presents a retroesophageal course, resulting in 
compression of the esophagus, a finding consistent 
with lusoria dysphagia. As the dysphagia was mild, with 

no nutritional repercussion, the case was treated by 
observation, with lifestyle modifications.
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